
President’s Note 

    The Maggid 
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Upcoming Events 
 

5/11 5:30 Saturday 

Social  -  BBQ Hot 

Dogs/ Potluck and 

Game Night on the 

patio of our Chavurah 

House. Please RSVP 

to Rachel or Belinda 

 

5/20 6:15 pm  Board   

Meeting at Carol 

Friedman’s home 

 

6/2 10:30 AM Sunday 

Annual Membership 

Meeting on the patio 

of our Chavurah 

House. Bagels and 

fruit will be served. 

Please RSVP to       

Rachel 
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C O N G R E G A T I O N  E T Z  C H A I M  

I hope you all had a great Passover! It was great celebrating the 3rd night with so 
many of you. Passover is always a community event, with many of us inviting 
friends and family into our homes. Our community seder would never happen 
without all of you. I want to thank Linda Anne for leading, Rachel for leading the 
cooking and everyone who helped prepare all the delicious food. 
 

May is going to be a quiet month for us, but we do have a few things going on. 
Our own Noah Guidone is in the upcoming production of The Music Man at             
Playhouse Merced from May 17th -June 2nd . His birthday is May 6th , and his 
birthday request is that friends and family come support him in his first major          
theatrical role I invite you to come support Playhouse and Noah sometime this 
month. 
 

I also invite you to join us as we have a congregation BBQ and Game Night 
planned on Saturday May 11th. The congregation will supply hotdogs and                
buns and we ask you to bring sides, drinks, or desserts. Join us 5:30 for dinner 
followed by Belinda leading us in a night of games and fun. Post the included        
flyer on your fridge so you don’t forget! 
 

May 20th at 6:15 we will have our monthly temple board meeting at Carol             
Friedman’s house. As always, everyone is invited. We will be presented with our          
slate of officers for the upcoming year, and all are welcome to attend. 
 

Sunday June 2nd at 10:30 will be our annual Temple Membership meeting where 
we will vote and elect our new officers who will lead the congregation in the     
upcoming year. The Next Maggid will have more info on the Annual Membership 
Meeting and present the slate of officers. I know we still have a few positions to 
fill, so if you would like to have a say in the direction our temple goes please 
reach out. 
 

If you are still reading…. Here is the exciting part! The weekend of July 19th we 
will receive our new torah! Baltimore Hebrew Congregation had “extra” torahs 
they were looking to find homes for, and our congregation is one of the lucky re-
cipients. After a year of planning, our torah will be coming to its new home soon. 
Save the weekend of July 26 th , as it is going to be a BIG weekend for our little 
congregation! We are bringing Rabbi Michael Lotker back for the weekend in 
honor of our new torah. Rabbi Lotker will lead services Friday night and help us 
welcome our torah. Saturday morning, we will have torah services (with our new 
torah) and welcome Henry Fultz to our congregation as we celebrate his conver-
sion. Henry and his wife Karen have been active members for a few years now, 
and Henry has been working with Rabbi Lotker to convert.  
 

Rabbi Lotker will lead Adult Ed on Saturday evening as well. 
 

(President’s notes continued on page 2) 
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President’s Notes Continued: 
Stay tuned for more information about Rabbi Lotker’s visit and the exciting weekend in our July Maggid. 
 

The saying is quality over quantity… and I think that hits home for us over the next few months;   
alhough we are taking a summer break from Services and we don’t have a lot of things planned, I think 
the activities we do have planned will be BIG, EXCITING and FUN. 
 

I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events. And if you want MORE events, please reach out to 
volunteer to host a social activity, or join our temple board to help plan next years’ events. 
 
B’Shalom, 
Greg Friedman 
Temple President 

The Community Seder was TERRIFIC! 
Thanks to everyone who helped with Setup, Cleanup and Cooking! 
Special notes: 
Rich Kleitman made the wonderful Brisket 
Sheryl Wight made the light, fluffy Matzah Balls (apologies to those who    
received the solid ones I made…) 
Carol Davis made her fantastic Charoset 
Ardene Shaeffer made her terrific Meringue Cookies 
Belinda Braunstein who couldn’t attend because she was in Portugal, but 
none the less donated all of the Gefilte Fish and other assorted tasty treats 
Greg Friedman, Ardene Shaeffer and my right hand woman Carol 
Madruga who spent the day with me, doing all the assorted things that          
needed doing, including weeding and sweeping the patio. 
And of course it would not have been the same without our fearless leader, 
Linda Anne Rebhun 
 
It’s important that I also mention how much I appreciated how everyone 
helped clear and clean and wash the dishes afterwards, while I quietly 
slipped away. How nice it was to come back to find everything clean and tidy 
and put away. 
 
It’s truly wonderful to be part of a group of people that reaches out and pulls 
together to make our little Jewish Community viable.  
 
Sincerely, 
Rachel 
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Yom Ha Shoah  -  Holocaust Remembrance Day (May 6, 2024) 
 The 1st  Holocaust Remembrance Day took place in Israel in December, 1949; the 1st official 

commemoration took place in 1951, and in 1959 it became a national Day of Remembrance 

 Holocaust Remembrance Day takes place the week after Passover/ the week before Israel 
Independence Day 

 At 10:00 AM Air Raid Sirens are sounded and everyone throughout the Country stops what they are 
doing, stands solemnly and reflects in silence, for two minutes. 

 
Yom Ha Zikaron - Memorial Day (May 13, 2024) 
 Yom Ha Zikaron was established to pay tribute to the soldiers who fell in Israel’s War of 

Independence. 

 Yom Ha Zikaron is now a memorial day for all fallen soldiers as well as victims of terrorist attacks 

 At 8:00 PM the evening of Yom Ha Zikaron Air Raid Sirens are sounded and everyone throughout the 
Country stops what they are doing, stand solemnly and reflect in silence, for one minute. 

 At 11:00 AM Air Raid Sirens are sounded and everyone throughout the Country stops what they are 
doing, stands solemnly and reflects in silence, for two minutes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to our Puzzle Page! 
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Welcome to our Puzzle Page 
Sudoku 

 

Annual Dues are DUE 
$500.00 per Year per Family Unit 

Please mail your Dues payment to: 
Congregation Etz Chaim 

P O Box 3752 
Merced CA 95344 

We gladly accept Donations/ Tributes    
to help defray the cost of bringing    

Rabbi Lotker to Merced for Services  
 

Send all donations to  
Congregation Etz Chaim 

P O Box 3752 
Merced, CA 95344 
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 Tributes Anytime you are celebrating a special event, let us share in your joy. 
We welcome tributes in honor or in memory of loved ones, births, 
weddings, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, and honoring special events. 
      Send your Tributes to PO Box 3752 Merced CA 95344 

             May their memories be a blessing               זכרונם  לברכה   

Other Planned Community Events 
 
 
 

May 11  -  Hot Dog BBQ / Potluck and Game Night 
 

June 2 -  Annual Membership Meeting and 2024 / 2025 Board Elections 
July 26  - Torah Commemoration with Rabbi Lotker 
July 27  - Shabbat Services with Rabbi Lotker 
July 27  - Adult Ed with Rabbi Lotker 
 
October 2nd   -  Rosh Hashanah Services with Rabbi Lotker 
October 11th   -  Yom Kippur Services with Rabbi Lotker 

Judith Dake - In loving  memory of her mother Dulce Spangler 
Judith Dake - In loving  memory of her sister Hilde Strangarity 
John Hofmann  - In loving memory of his wife Mary Hofmann 

Mark Staats  - Tzedakah Yibaneh 
Ardene Shaeffer - A general Tribute to the Congregation 
Mike Ioane - A general Tribute to the Congregation 

The Music Man is playing at  
Playhouse Merced May 17th  -  June 2nd 
Please support both Playhouse Merced  

and our own Noah Guidone  
in his first major theatrical role 

 
Tickets can be purchased on line at: 
 

 07. Music Man via ThunderTix  





 

www.Jewishmerced.org 

John Hofmann and Greg Friedman have donated gallons of blood in the Congregation’s name. 

Any Congregant can access blood via the credit accumulated under the Congregation’s name. 

Noah Guidone   5/6 
Howard Shainberg  5/10 
Rena Tacdol   5/10 
Marlowe Shaeffer  5/12 
Dempsey Hofmann  5/14 
Josh Shaeffer   5/23 
Mathew Madruga    5/25 
Sarah Giventer-Kaber  5/28 
Mathilde Hofmann Mook 5/31 

Birthdays 
Diane Amussen 
Mortimer Cohen 
Francine Conae 
John Cornejo 
Mary Hofmann 
LeRoy Katz 
Jenny Kleeblatt 
Elliott Lewis 
Chaya Lieberman 
Maureen Miller 
Max Osband 
Abraham Reiter 
Rose Robinson 
Willard Robinson 

May 
Yahrtzeits 
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זכרונם  לברכה                    
May their memories be a blessing 

Those we remember in the 
 year of their passing: 

 

Phillip Pansky 09/30/2023 
Bill Ellis 11/2023 

Debra Kleitman 11/30/2023 


